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gram. The two intermediary parties of the liberal middle class
have thus been almost entirely absorbed, the constitutional into
the conservative party, the parliamentary into the democratic
party. Norway has profited by its lack of an army and by its
revolutionary Constitution of 1814, to force the King to accept
a democratic parliamentary system. In England, the Liberals,
disorganized by their alliance with the Irish party, have been
merged with the Radicals. In Belgium the old liberal party, faith-
ful to the plan of a property qualification for voting, was swept
away after the establishment of universal suffrage, which was ex-
torted from the Chambers by the threat of a revolution by the
workingmen. In France, Italy, and Germany the former parlia-
mentary parties, being unable to sustain electoral competition
with the democratic radical parties, have been reduced to mere
remnants. Europe has now practically but two parties, conserva-
tive and democratic, but these are much farther apart than the
parties so named in 1815. The evolution which has brought the
conservatives on the old liberal platform has also pushed the
liberals toward democracy. Bismarck and William II., Disraeli,
Napoleon IIL, and the Count of Paris have given the new watch-
word of " democratic monarchy," whose ideal is the personal
government of the sovereign resting on the traditional devotion
of the people. Permanent harmony between the prince who
directs the nation's policy and the subjects who ratify his acts, is
to be maintained by universal suffrage.

The two international parties, Catholic and socialist, have
taken a permanent place in political life and begun to leaven
with their principles the old political parties. The conservative
party tends to lose itself in the Catholic party or to ally itself with
it in the Protestant countries, in order to restore the conservative
power of the Church. The democratic party is impregnated
with socialistic ideas and, in the countries where its own pro-
gram is exhausted, tends to replenish it with plans of social
reform

All parties thus tend, as in Belgium, to concentrate into two
masses, one conservative, the other democratic, both of whicfi
tend to draw their theoretic inspiration from the doctrines of the
two extreme wings, for which politics is but a means* Now these
two extremes show in their doctrine, and apply with logical
vigour in their own organization, two radically opposed con-
ceptions which they strive to introduce into political life: the
Church remains faithful to the absolutist tradition of sovereign